Granada Provincial Council, through its Department of the Environment, is committed to the sustainable development of our municipalities and one of the tasks it has set itself is to design strategies that provide new behaviour practices in different sectors of the population, among them the agricultural sector, which is a fundamental sector in the province of Granada’s economy. 
Within this framework, the main objective of the EUTROMED project, co-funded by the European LIFE + programme and coordinated by Granada Provincial Council, is to prevent and diminish surface water pollution derived from farmers’ use of fertilisers and plant protection products. The implementation period is from 1st September 2011 to 1st October 2014. 
This project, which includes participation from the University of Granada and two Granada companies (Paisajes del Sur SL and Bonterra Ibérica SL) as associated entities, and the Regional Government of Andalusia Department of the Environment as co-funder, has arisen after verifying an accumulation of nitrates in surface waters in olive groves located in the Cubillas river basin, and the need to prevent what is known as “eutrophication” caused by agricultural nitrogen. 
Its implementation is programmed over 3 years, and it aims to verify the efficiency of a new technology that, on one hand, retains a high percentage of nitrates from the water (thus contributing to reducing surface water pollution), and on the other, diminishes erosion (one of the main environmental problems facing the Mediterranean climate zone). This technology will be complemented with a package of preventive measures, channelled through training and free specialised advice services aimed at local farmers to achieve the application of good practice.
Our intention with this project is to contribute to improving the environment by raising awareness among farmers in the province, concerning the need to foster a sustainable use of Granada’s natural resources, and to demonstrate that financial and environmental interests can (and must) go hand in hand. 
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